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ESSAY TOPIC

Some people believe that not all criminals 
should be kept in prison, but that some of them 
should be allowed to do unpaid work to help the 

community. 

Do you agree or disagree?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant 
examples from your knowledge or experience
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CHANGE THE TOPIC INTO QUESTION1

Some people believe that not all criminals 
should be kept in prison, but that some of 

them should be allowed to do unpaid 
work to help the community. 

Do you think that some criminals should 
be allowed to do unpaid work to help the 

community?



WRITING OFF-TOPIC1

Some people believe that not all criminals should 
be kept in prison, but that some of them should 

be allowed to do unpaid work to help the 
community. 

The types of crimes 

What can be done to reduce crime

Why criminals commit crimes 



UNDERSTAND THE TASK2

Some people believe that not all criminals should 
be kept in prison, but that some of them should be 
allowed to do unpaid work to help the community. 

Do you agree or disagree?

AGREE

DISAGREE



MISUNDERSTANDING THE TASK2

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES

SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM

CRIME IN GENERAL

Do you agree or disagree?

AGREE

DISAGREE



CHOOSE YOUR SIDE3

Do you agree or disagree?

AGREE

DISAGREE

Some people believe that not all criminals should 
be kept in prison, but that some of them should 

be allowed to do unpaid work to help the 
community. 



GENERATE IDEAS3

CRIMINALS WILL WORK FOR FREE

CRIMINALS WILL PAY THEIR DEBT 
TO SOCIETY

CRIMINALS WILL REPENT
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• It is thought by some, that not all felons should be put in jail but rather they should complete
community work. This essay agrees that lawbreakers being able to work in the community can be
really beneficial. Firstly, this essay will discuss how allowing them to do this can benefit society and
secondly, the importance of doing community work as a punishment.

• On the one hand, giving work to those who break the law as an alternative to jail can have a good
impact on their community. Many places have this type of program in place, making the workers clean
up trash, sweep the roads and paint communal buildings. These jobs need to be done, but instead of
paying council workers, using a free labor force in the form of criminals, is one way for them to pay
back their debt to society. For example, in the USA it is common practice for criminals to complete 100-
1000 hours of community service instead of jail time for minor offences.

• On the other hand, doing community service as a way of punishment is a very good idea. This can help
improve the environment of a city without costing the municipality a single cent as these services will
be provided by minimal crimes offenders for free. This can also be an eye-opener for people because
they will be tasked with hard work, making them repent and learn not to re-offend. For instance, an
article by the Metro Manila Development Authority in 2014 reported that the numbers of jaywalkers
dwindled rapidly when the City of Manila passed a city ordinance that rendered 30 hours of community
service.

• In conclusion, I agree that those who commit minor offences should be able to complete work in the
community, to work hard, collecting trash, painting dilapidated buildings and sweeping the roads as a
form of punishment. Helping the community should be their way of repaying their debts and learning
not to re-offend.
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